
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Peterson and Edwards : New York 665 

that there were four wings with which he supported his flight : " grace, 
the love, the fear of God, zeal for souls ". Father de Carheil expressed 
his duties in five articles: " Servant of God for the sake of God; servant 
of everybody for God; servant of no one against God; servant of God 
against everyone; servant of God against oneself" (p. 261). 

New York as an Eighteenth-Century Municipality prior to 1731. 
By Arthur Everett Peterson, Ph.D. [Studies in History, 
Economics, and Public Law, vol. LXXV., no. 1.] (New York: 
Columbia University Press. 1917. Pp. xv, 199. $2.00.) 
New York as an Eighteenth-Century Municipality, ij^i-ij^. By 
George William Edwards, Ph.D. [Studies in History, Eco- 
nomics, and Public Law, vol. LXXV., no. 2.] (New York: Co- 
lumbia University Press. 1917. Pp. 205. $2.00.) 
These two scholarly volumes represent a much to be desired kind of 
investigation into the government of our municipalities previous to the 
Revolution. It is to be regretted that New York State, probably less 
than any other of the thirteen colonies, has been made a field for con- 
stitutional and economic studies. Until such are made, a comprehensive 
history of New York State along such lines will scarcely be undertaken 
by any one writer. 

The two authors of these volumes evidently planned their work in 
co-operation, and the topics taken up are much the same, though the 
order of treatment is somewhat different. In both there are introductory 
chapters devoted to the government followed by others on the regulation 
of trade and industry, the regulation of lands and streets, ferries, the 
watch or keeping the peace, fire protection, charities and correction. 
Dr. Peterson has a special chapter on the dock and Dr. Edwards one on 
finance. It is to be regretted that the authors did not present a preface 
to let the readers know how much they worked together, why they 
divided the field as they did — and in general what points of view they 
had determined upon in presenting their material. 

Another advantage of a preface would be that' it might forestall a 
very likely kind of criticism with reference to origins. As the reader 
advances through these volumes it becomes patent that the authors 
have intended to confine their attention very closely to the institutions 
of New York City as revealed in the Minutes of the Common Council. 
They have not to any appreciable extent sought to find origins in Europe, 
or to seek explanations for certain customs or institutions by a thorough 
examination of Dutch and English municipal practices. Even when 
mention is made of such similarity exact references are lacking (pp. 47, 
49 of Peterson). 

The tendency to restrict their vision to the city documents is respon- 
sible for the absence of some illuminating side-lights which could have 
been drawn perhaps from a closer study of the colonial legislation. For 
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example, in connection with the regulation of commerce and industry 
(chapter II. of Peterson), though fairs and markets are included, no 
mention is made of the extremely interesting law of 1692 (Laws of the 
Colony of New York, I. 296-300), where are set up 

two fairs at the City of New-York, the first fair annually to com- 
mence the last Tuesday of Aprill in every year and to end upon the 
fryday then next following being in all four days inclusive and no 
Longer, And the second fair to commence the first Tuesday of Novem- 
ber in every year, and to end upon the fryday then next following being 
in all four days inclusive and no Longer, 

and where is authorized the establishment of " Courts of Pypowder ", 
and in fact all of the conditions surrounding a full system of English 
fairs. 

One is led to believe (p. 69, Peterson) that apprenticeship in indus- 
try was an institution of early New York of English origin only, whereas 
there are indentures in existence showing that the Dutch as well as the 
English carried on the common European practice (O'Callaghan, Cal- 
endar of Dutch Manuscripts, p. 44). Dr. Edwards in his chapter on 
trade and industry (pp. 61-95) does not deal with this subject at all, 
though it is during the period he covers rather than that covered by Dr. 
Peterson that this institution flourished most vigorously. 

Other instances might be given to show the dangers of a too close 
restriction to the consideration of the city proceedings only, but sins of 
omission are never to be much emphasized. 

An excellent quality, especially evident in Dr. Peterson's volume, is 
found in the use of the comparison of early conditions with those of the 
present day. This serves to enliven the narrative and constantly re- 
minds the reader of how really old some of our problems of municipal 
government are. For that reason no student of present-day New York 
City conditions should fail to turn to these two volumes in order to get 
a detailed and highly illuminating view of municipal institutions. Those 
who are inclined to feel that all ills are of the present and blessings only 
of the past will do well to read them. 

There is a very detailed table of contents in both volumes, but in- 
dexes, and lists of books used and referred to, are very much missed. 
These are not entirely compensated for by the table of contents and very 
careful references to authorities at the foot of each page. 

James Sullivan. 

Warren- Adams Letters, being chiefly a Correspondence among John 
Adams, Samuel Adams, and James Warren. Volume I., 1743- 
1777. [Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, vol. 
LXXIL] (Boston: Massachusetts Historical Society. 1917. 
Pp. xxxi, 382. $3.00.) 

Beside the principal content of this work, as indicated by the sub- 
title, the present volume contains the correspondence of Mercy Warren, 



